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ANNOTATION: Many children entering kindergarten are not ready to learn due to poor parental nurturing.  These children will be identified so that they and their families can receive support and mental health care from a collaboration of community organizations.

PROBLEM: It has been documented that 51 percent of children entering kindergarten in the largest school district in Cowlitz County are at “Some Risk” or “At Risk” of not being ready to learn to read.  This is related to a high level of poverty in the community with associated maternal depression and childhood emotional and developmental problems.

GOAL AND OBJECTIVES: The primary goal of the project is to improve the emotional and social development of children from pre-birth to age 6 who are at risk so that they are better prepared to learn when they enter school.  This will involve: 

1. Finding vulnerable children from pre-birth to age 6 and engaging them in a medical home.

2. Evaluating the development and mental health of the vulnerable children and the emotional status of their mothers using newly-introduced screening instruments

3. Referring identified children and parents to the collaborating agencies for additional help.

4. Teaching families better ways to nurture their young children.

5.   Conducting a community and family awareness campaign.

METHODOLOGY:  The Healthy Tomorrow’s grant will be used to employ a Program Director to initiate and implement the program; increase collaboration among the medical clinics and referral entities; introduce mental health screening instruments; develop a data collecting and tracking program and supervise the Early Childhood Clinic Coordinators. 

Other non-federal grants will fund Early Childhood Clinic Coordinators to work in the medical clinics, Early Childhood Community Advocates to work in the community organizations and a Born Learning Community Educator to supervise the Early Childhood Community Advocates.

EVALUATION:   Immediate effectiveness will be measured by the increased number of children in a medical home and their referrals to other agencies.  The long-term success will be noted by the increase in the number of children entering school ready to learn.
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