Information about the Family Advisory Council at Skagit Pediatrics

Why does Skagit Pediatrics have a Family Advisory Council?

Families have an important role in guiding our work at Skagit Pediatrics.  Although we try to provide what families need, we cannot do this without input from the families.  The Family Advisory Council members are a resource to guide the clinic’s priorities and planning.

What do Family Advisory Council members do?

The Council offers a formal way in which adult family members can contribute to the mission of the clinic.  The Council advises the administration and medical leadership on patient needs and clinic priorities-from a family perspective.  They help to make appropriate resources available for families.

Who is on the Family Advisory Council?

This first year we plan to have 9 members, 6 family members and 3 staff members.  Next year we will add another 5 members.  Family members are asked to serve 2-3 years so there is a “senior” group and a “junior” group.

What is the time commitment for family Advisory Council members?

Family Advisory council members try to make a commitment to serve for two years although we know unexpected circumstances can come up.  If they wish to renew that commitment for another year they may do so by discussing their intention with the Director of the council.  The Council meets four times a year in the evening.  In addition, Family Advisory Council members will be asked, if interested, to serve on Committees or workgroups, or to be involved in projects.  Committees may meet intensely for a few weeks, or monthly, or once in a while, depending on the goal of the committee.  Finally, Family Advisory Council Members are asked to be available to participate in activities such as conferences or gatherings at the clinic.

How do I know if this is the right commitment for me?

Here are some things to consider.  You must be:

· Confident in you view, but able to see many different points of view.  

· Reflective and insightful.

· Able to communicate and cooperate with parents whose background, experiences, and styles may be very different from your own.

· Positive about the clinic, and enthusiastic about its mission of excellence in patient care and education.

· Able to fulfill the time commitment.

What kind of training and support will Family Advisory Council members get?

Council members will receive an orientation to the clinic and the responsibilities of its different employees.

Thank you for your interest in the program!

