Who is at higher risk for early childhood caries?

· Infants whose mothers or siblings have multiple caries 

· Infants who: 

· sleep with a bottle containing cariogenic substances

· snack frequently at breast or bottle, use the bottle past 12 months of age 

· if older, snack on cariogenic foods (e.g. sweet liquids, candy, cookies) 

· Young children who already have had caries

· Children with developmental or oromotor dysfunction – due to increased exposure to cariogenic factors as a result of decreased ability to clean food off the teeth or out of the oral cavity and/or decreased salivary flow

· Children with GE reflux – due to increased risk of erosive effects of regurgitated fluids

· Children on certain medications (e.g. anticholinergics and sedative-antihistaminic-antiemetic drugs) - due to side effects such as decreased saliva flow or gum hypertrophy and/or due to sugar content and consistency of liquid medications
